A structure of care for the chronically critically ill.
The chronically critically ill (CCI) are complicated, labor-intensive, and costly patients to care for. A defined structure of care with different focuses at the beginning, middle, and end of a care episode may improve their outcomes and resource utilization. This article reviews the prediction of CCI, outlines some unifying processes of care during an episode of chronic critical illness, and explores some of the difficulties in defining consistent goals of care for this patient population.